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Introduction 
 
In the Foundation Stage, our aim is that 
children will develop a strong sense of self, 
feel positive about their abilities as a learner, 
have formed constructive relationships and 
are confident communicators. 

At Wandsworth Preparatory School, 
practitioners use the principles of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage framework, published 
on the 27th March 2012, to guide everyday 
teaching and learning. 

We understand the importance of an effective 
start to a child’s education. We offer a fun, 
stimulating and caring environment, allowing 
the children space to grow independently and 
develop the confidence needed to take on 
new challenges. 

We recognise that each child is uniquely 
talented and our goal is to encourage them to 
achieve their full potential across a wide 
range of activities. We aim to foster a love of 
learning within a broad and balanced 
curriculum, adopting a modern and innovative 
approach, igniting an enthusiasm for learning 
that will stay with a child for life. 

In Reception our dedicated teachers 
encourage and promote ‘active’ learning 
throughout all the areas of the Foundation 
Stage Curriculum, celebrating each child’s 
achievements and preparing them for a 
smooth and happy transition into Key Stage 
One, Years 1 and 2. 

The Early Learning Goals set out what most 
children are expected to achieve by the end of 
the Foundation Stage. They are organised as 
seven areas of learning: 

1. Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

2. Physical Development 
3. Communication and Language 
4. Literacy 
5. Mathematics 
6. Understanding the World 
7. Expressive Arts and Design 

Physical Education consists of 2 hours per 
week curriculum time covering gymnastics, 
swimming and multi sports. Children in the 
Foundation Stage also enjoy one lesson of 
Music, PSHCE and Spanish per week. Music, 
Physical Education, PSHCE and Spanish are 
taught by specialist teachers. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The seven areas of learning 
 
Prime areas 
 
Communication and Language: Listening and 
Attention, Understanding and Speaking 
 
In Reception, we give children opportunities 
to experience a rich language environment, to 
develop their confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves, and to speak and 
listen in different situations. 
 
Physical Development: Moving and handling, 
Health and self-care 
 
Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
are taught to move in a controlled and co-
ordinated way on both large and small scales. 
Children in Reception enjoy specialist teaching 
in Gymnastics and Physical Education, which 
facilitates physical development and progress.  
 
Children develop fine motor skills, such as 
cutting with scissors or painting with a paint 
brush, through a range of activities across the 
curriculum as well as through the specialist 
teaching of Art. We also teach children about 
the importance of having a healthy lifestyle, 
how to dress and undress and manage their 
own personal hygiene. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
Self-confidence and self-awareness, 
Managing feelings and behaviour, Making 
relationships 
 
Children learn to become more independent. 
We also encourage and teach children to be 
more confident, to take turns and share as 
part of a group. The children are also taught 
to become aware and take into account 
others’ feelings as well as their own. 
 
Specific areas 
 
Literacy 
 
Reading, Writing 
Children are taught to read and spell by 
learning phonemes (sounds) through the 

Letters and Sounds programme. We also 
teach about the importance of the different 
elements that make up a story such as the 
main character and sequence of events. We 
teach the children how to correctly hold a 
pencil and how to turn their mark making into 
recognisable letters. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Numbers, Shape, space and measures 
Children learn to recognise and count up to 
twenty, and further when ready. We also 
teach them simple addition and subtraction 
through songs and games. The children learn 
about shape and position and begin to use 
mathematical language such as smaller and 
heavier. 
 
Understanding the World 
 
People and communities, The World, 
Technology 
In Reception, children learn to explore their 
surroundings, look at different cultures and 
places, and find out about different times and 
events. 
 
Creative Development 
 
Exploring and using media and materials, 
Being imaginative 
Children are given opportunities to explore 
different creative materials, paint, play dough, 
clay, and papier-mâché. Their imagination is 
developed through the various role-play areas 
which change frequently throughout the year 
in regards to the children’s interests. 
 

 



Planning and Curriculum Delivery 
 
Children will learn most effectively when they 
are actively involved and interested in the 
work they are undertaking. The Reception 
classroom and the adjacent outdoor learning 
environment are organised so that children 
can become involved in purposeful activities 
that will encourage exploration, investigation 
and independence. Teachers in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage plan learning experiences 
which develop children’s language skills and 
critical thinking skills within a flexible 
framework. 
 
Specific activities are planned on a daily basis 
and work is differentiated to meet the 
individual needs of children and their rate of 
development. 
 
Children are encouraged to communicate 
with each other and adults, to question and to 
explain their work. Children work on activities 
as a whole class, in small groups, or 
individually. We also plan for children's own 
interests and their individual abilities are 
identified and promoted. 
 
It is our aim to promote a positive attitude to 
learning that will last a lifetime. Children who 
feel confident in themselves and their own 
ability have a head start in learning, and those 
who are encouraged to think for themselves 
and reflect upon their action are most likely to 
become successful independent learners in 
the future. 
 
 
 

Planning and Personalised Learning 
 
In the Early Years, we aim to follow children’s 
interests as much as possible. Doing so, 
empowers children as learners and increases 
motivation. There is a range of learning 
themes which children experience during the 
Reception year. However, there is no hard-
and-fast rule as to which learning themes are 
followed when, as children’s own interests 
change as they develop and our learning 
themes are responsive to children’s 
experiences and interests. What is important 
at this stage of their development is not so 
much what the learning theme is, but rather 
how they access it. When learning is 
meaningful and in a context familiar to 
children, they feel more confident and secure, 
take greater risks in their learning and make 
more connections. Whatever the learning 
theme, children constantly gain new skills and 
teachers ask differentiated, open-ended 
questions which allow each child to gain 
deeper understanding of the world around 
them and their place in it. 
 
Within learning themes, each area of the 
curriculum is inter connected, in order that 
children feel truly immersed in their learning 
and can make links within their learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Enabling environments 
 

Classroom layout 
The Reception classroom has a number 
of different areas set up to ensure that 
children can easily access to a range of 
resources and opportunities across the seven 
areas of learning. These include: 
 
• Outdoor area: used for exploring larger 
movements, planting, circle games, cycling, 
making tents and sharing books, etc. 
• Unit Block area: block play for maths, 
language and social skills development. 
• Role play: make-believe, dressing up and 
trying out different roles and scenarios. 
Speaking and listening, sharing and using our 
developing reading and writing skills. 
• Writing and Drawing area: free expression 
and experimentation through drawing, trying 
out their own writing and becoming confident 
‘mark makers’. 
• Sand and water: experiencing and 
experimenting with different equipment and 
materials. 
• Carpet area: working with the whole class 
on storytelling, sharing a class book or having 
‘circle time’. 
 
The classroom layout will change from time to 
time as the children show particular interests 
which the teacher will then follow. For 
example if some of the children show a keen 
interest in pets, a Vet’s Surgery may be set up 
for their learning in the role-play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Specialist Subjects 
 
Children have a range of specialist teachers, 
in addition to their Class teacher, who will 
work with them each week. 
 

 
Music 
Weekly Music lessons are experienced by all 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
Concepts are explored through song and 
exploration of musical instruments and 
children are encouraged to perform and 
interact both individually and in groups. Music 
is also an integral part of the Early Years 
curriculum, with songs used as a basis for 
teaching in many areas. 
 
Physical Education 
Physical Education is taught by a range of 
specialist teachers from the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. Children are provided with 
an environment that allows them to 
participate in a range of activities that will 
benefit their physical wellbeing. Children 
develop an appreciation of the benefits of 
cooperation and teamwork, and come to 
understand the advantages of exercise as part 
of a healthy lifestyle. 
 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children 
start by developing their spatial awareness 
skills and move onto lessons in which they 
practise these skills through ball skills and 
individual and group games. 
 
 
 

Gymnastics 
The gymnastics curriculum in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage is delivered by a specialist 
teacher. In gymnastics, emphasis is placed on 
the development of movement patterns 
inherent in the different aspects of the 
Physical Education curriculum. The aim is to 
develop body awareness and increasing 
control through the activities of travelling, 
turning, rolling, jumping and balancing. 
 
Swimming 
The swimming curriculum is delivered by 
qualified ASA coaches. Swimming in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage is taught weekly in 
small ability groups from the start of the 
Summer Term. Children develop water 
confidence and the basic skills of propulsion, 
floating and submerging. In addition, there is 
work from the beginning on accurate stroke 
development and the ability to swim 
increasingly longer distances. As they 
progress, children are taught to use a range of 
recognised strokes and personal survival skills. 
 
Spanish 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the 
teaching of Spanish is delivered through very 
close links with the Class teacher. Planning, 
where possible, links with the topics covered 
in class. Teaching is delivered through songs, 
stories, puppet shows, interactive stories and 
videos, workshops, cooking and art. 
 

 
 
 



Forest School 
 

 
  

Wandsworth Preparatory is a Forest School. We make use of the wooded areas on Wandsworth 
Common to deliver our Forest School Curriculum, a highly successful approach to learning that 
originated from Scandinavia and is increasingly adopted in schools in the UK. All children in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage participate in our Forest School programme.  
 
 
What is Forest School? 
Forest Schools originated in Europe in the 
early 20th century as a way of teaching 
children about the natural world, particularly 
woodlands, which benefit our environment 
and provide a great setting for education and 
recreation. 
 
Forest Education aims to increase the 
understanding and appreciation, particularly 
among young people, of the environmental, 
social, and economic potential of trees, 
woodlands and forests. 
 
It is an inspirational process that offers 
children, young people and adults, regular 
opportunities to achieve and develop 
confidence and self-esteem through hands on 
learning experiences in a local woodland 
environment. 
 
As well as teaching associated skills, Forest 
schools offer the opportunity to help deliver 
and complement many aspects of the school 
curriculum through a medium of outdoor play 
and discovery, providing a variety of 
opportunities for learning, particularly for 
those who do not do as well in the school 
classroom setting. 
 
What do they say about Forest School? 
An evaluation of two Forest School projects by 
the New Economics Foundation highlighted 
how they can increase young people’s self-
confidence and self-esteem. The evaluation 
also added: 
 
“The Forest School setting is adaptable and 
allows for a flexible approach to learning, 
which can accommodate a range of learning 
styles. Learning styles are the different ways 
in which children best absorb and process 
information. Some of them are: 

 
• Kinaesthetic (learning by doing) 
• Auditory 
• Visual 
 
Forest School is an approach that can allow 
leaders to shape teaching methods to an 
individual’s learning style. Research in 
America (Taylor et al., 1998; Fjortoft, 2004)  
has found that children who play in natural 
environments undertake more diverse, 
creative and imaginative play, forming an 
important part of a child’s development.” 
 

The report also states: 
“Forest School benefits many children and 
should be used on a wider basis as a vital part 
of children’s outdoor learning experience, and 
to provide many more children with the 
opportunity to experience this as part of their 
overall education.” 

 

  



Themed Days and Visits 
 
Throughout Foundation Stage children 
experience a range of external trips and 
visitors to school. Some of these trips may be 
local, such as trips to the local Fire Station to 
meet members of the local community. 
Others may be further afield, taking 
advantage of the exciting learning 
opportunities that London has to offer. 
Children experience a wide range of exciting 
whole-school events over the course of the 
year including Christmas events, an Easter 
Bonnet Parade and Book Week.  
 
Previous visits, special days and visitors have 
included: 
 
• The Dulwich Picture Gallery 
• Wandsworth Fire Station 
• Easter Egg Mobile Race 
• The Tate Modern 
• Dean City Farm 
• Hammersmith Theatre  
• Valentine’s Lunch  
 
We encourage parents and family members in 
to school to share their expertise in different 
areas and share their cultural experiences 
with us to enhance the children’s learning. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment plays a crucial role in effective 
education and facilitates future learning and 
progress. There are a wide range of 
assessment systems in place to track and 
respond to children’s learning. The types of 
assessments may include: 
 
• Timed observations of individual children to 
track their movements around the learning 
environment, periods of time for which they 
remain at activities and peers with whom they 
interact. 
• Planned observations in which children will 
work in groups, or individually, with a teacher 
and have their learning assessed against a set 
of criteria. 
• Informal or spontaneous observations when 

working independently, a child may make a 
link in their learning or a comment, which 
gives insight into their understanding. 
• Photographs of children engaged in a range 
of activities, often with a comment or quote 
attached by the teacher. 
• Examples of work from all areas of the 
curriculum. 
 
Each child has a ‘Learning Journey’ in which 
assessment information is kept. This is an 
individual book which may be accessed by the 
child, teacher or parents at any time. Parents 
and children are encouraged to look at the 
working document over the course of the 
year; discussing successes, building pride and 
considering areas for development. Parents 
are also invited to bring in any work or 
information from home which may feed in to 
their child’s Learning Journey. Provided that 
this work was achieved independently, it will 
be added to the child’s Journal, making this 
folder a true reflection of their development 
during the Foundation Stage. 
Each section of the Learning Journey 
documents progress across the seven areas of 
learning. 
 
By the end of the Reception year, all children 
are expected to have made progress in each 
of the areas of learning. A child will progress 
at different speeds through the seven 
different areas and will be further ahead in 
some, when compared to others – this is 
normal and expected.  
 
In the final term of the Reception year, 
children’s progress is measured against 
criteria known as Early Learning Goals. 
Parents are provided with a written summary, 
reporting children’s progress against the Early 
Learning Goals.  
 
The individual Early Years Foundation Stage 
profiles inform planning in Year 1, in order to 
support and extend pupils’ learning at the 
start of Key Stage 1. In some cases, there is 
the need to track forward in the Foundation 
Stage to the National Curriculum for Key Stage 
1 in order to extend pupils who have 



progressed beyond the requirements of the 
Early Learning Goals. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Early Learning Goals 
 
The Prime Areas 
 
Communication and Language 
 
Listening and Attention 
Children listen attentively in a range of 
situations. They listen to stories, accurately 
anticipating key events and respond to what 
they hear with relevant comments, questions 
or actions. They give their attention to what 
others say and respond appropriately, while 
engaged in another activity. 
 
Understanding 
Children follow instructions involving several 
ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions about their experiences and in 
response to stories or events. 
 
Speaking 
Children express themselves effectively, 
showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They 
use past present and future forms accurately 
when talking about events that have 
happened or are to happen in the future.  
They develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ideas or events. 
 
 
Physical Development 
 
Moving and handling 
Children show good control and co-ordination 
in large and small movements. They move 
confidently in a range of ways, safely 
negotiating space. They handle equipment 
and tools effectively, including pencils for 
writing.   
 
Health and self-care 
Children know the importance for good health 
of physical exercise, and healthy diet, and talk 
about ways to keep healthy and safe.  
They manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs successfully, including 
dressing and undressing and going to the 
toilet independently. 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Self-confidence and self-awareness 
Children are confident to try new activities, 
and say why they like some activities more 
than others. They are confident to speak in a 
familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and 
will choose the resources they need for their 
chosen activities. They say when they do or 
don’t need help. 
 
Managing feelings and behaviour 
Children talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and others’ 
behaviour, and its consequences, and know 
that some behaviour is unacceptable. They 
work as part of a group or class, and 
understand and follow the rules. They adjust 
their behaviour to different situations, and 
take changes of routine in their stride. 
 
Making relationships  
Children play co-operatively, taking turns with 
others.  They take account of one another’s 
ideas about how to organise their activity.  
They show sensitivity to others’ needs and 
feelings, and form positive relationships with 
adults and peers. 
 
 

 
 
 



The Early Learning Goals 
 
The Specific Areas 
 
Literacy 
 
Reading 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately. 
They also read some common irregular words. 
They demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what they have 
read. 
 
Writing 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match their spoken 
sounds. They also write some irregular 
common words. They write simple sentences 
which can be read by themselves and others. 
Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 
 

 
Numbers 
Children count reliably with numbers from 1 
to 20, place them in order and say which 
number is one more or one less than a given 
number.  
Using quantities and objects, they add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers and count 
on or back to find the answer. They solve 
problems, including doubling, halving and 
sharing. 
 
Shape, space and measure 
Children use everyday language to talk about 
size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time 

and money to compare quantities and objects 
and to solve problems. They recognise, create 
and describe patterns.  
They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical 
language to describe them.   
 
 
Understanding the World 
 
People and communities 
Children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. They know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 
sensitive to this. They know about similarities 
and differences between themselves and 
others, and among families, communities and 
traditions. 
 
The World 
Children know about similarities and 
differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. They talk about 
the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might 
vary from one another. They make 
observations of animals and plants and 
explain why some things occur, and talk about 
changes. 
 
Technology 
Children recognise that a range of technology 
is used in places such as homes and schools. 
They select and use technology for particular 
purposes. 
 
 
 

 
 



Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Exploring and using media and materials 
Children sing songs, make music and dance, 
and experiment with ways of changing them. 
They safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design texture, 
form and function.  
 
Being imaginative 
Children use what they have learnt about 
media and materials in original ways, thinking 
about uses and purposes. They represent 
their own ideas, thought and feelings through 
design and technology, art, music, dance, 
role-play and stories.  


