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Introduction
The end of the academic year 2017 -18 etched a significant milestone in the 
development of Wandsworth Prep School; we said farewell to our first cohort of 
leavers in Year 6. To date, focus has been on ensuring that we establish ourselves as 
a Prep School whose identity is by no means purely defined by our ability to prepare 
children successfully for a diverse spread of schools at 11+. Integral to the character of 
Wandsworth Prep is a commitment to a spread of excellence which encourages children 
to achieve beyond the classroom, develop respect for individuality and difference, 
recognise the power of teamwork and the value of contribution to the life of the school 
and the community. How such efforts manifest themselves can be seen not only in 
the children’s appetite and drive to offer their best in all that they do, but also their 
cohesion as a group of friends that so they freely recognise each other’s strengths with 
open encouragement and support.

The coming years will see the School develop the legacy which has been established 
thus far. Our belief that a happy child is a learning child will continue to underpin our 
approach to teaching and learning and pastoral care with unfailing emphasis placed 
on creating the conditions and culture that each child in our care needs in order to 
thrive and achieve their potential. The journey will start from the moment a child walks 
through our gates, aged four. 

The key aim of our 2020 vision and strategic plan is to maintain what currently 
underpins the success of the school yet to enhance some features further still. The 
strategy outlines five areas of focus that will inform our actions between now and 2021. 
Our objective is quite simply that children are happy and are learning. Our duty is to 
help each child to find his or her talents and to provide avenues and encouragement 
for these to be pursued. Our hope is that the children who come to Wandsworth 
Prep will leave as happy, confident and kind individuals, with the skills required to be 
independent learners, well-prepared for their next stage in learning with a natural 
readiness to embrace the challenges of an ever-changing world.

The 2020 vision strategic plan has been carefully formulated by the leadership 
team, staff and governors, following consultation with the wider school community. 
This document is deliberately broad in its scope, since the detail behind the plan is 
somewhat complex. 

The main priorities identified as a result of the review are:

> Excellence in teaching and learning

> Future-focused values

> Broadening horizons beyond the classroom

> Nurturing the individual

> Partnerships

 

Excellence in learning and teaching
Maximising each child’s academic achievement through excellent teaching and learning 
is central to the work of the School. Nurturing and developing children as learners is 
essential to ensure that they thrive in the classroom and flourish beyond our school gates. 

> Explore innovative teaching techniques and capitalise on connections with experts  
 in the Bellevue group of schools and beyond

> Promote teaching that best supports achievement at all levels

> Invest in developing the skills of our teachers

> Empower parents to actively contribute to their child’s learning
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Future-focused values 
Success beyond Wandsworth Prep is as important to us as success whilst at 
Wandsworth Prep. We recognise that children will require a complex combination 
of dispositions, skills, values and attitudes to be successful future-oriented lifelong 
learners. We seek to develop general capabilities and personal qualities such as 
resilience and the ability to communicate and collaborate with others which will enable 

achievement in further study and beyond.

> Promote and cultivate Wandsworth Prep values to engender personal     
 and academic achievement

> Encourage our children to take calculated risks in learning, not deterred by making  
 mistakes on the journey to success

> Develop children’s ability to take charge of their own development, including   
 involvement in assessment and target setting

Nurturing the individual
We are committed to ensuring that every child is known, cared for and celebrated. To 
cultivate this, we will continue to place emphasis on building a supportive and caring 
environment, where each child’s talents can grow, as we know that when the children 
feel supported and loved, they are more likely to excel in their learning and other areas 
of school life. We will also develop the skills of our teachers to support our children 
in navigating the issues that many young people face including mental wellbeing and 
developing their personal resilience. 

> Develop a programme of education which draws on contemporary research into  
 well-being, leadership training and emotional literacy

> Embed the sharing of children’s preferred approach to learning and developing  
 social skills at points of transition between the phases of the school to maximise  
 well-being

> Focus the continued professional development of our teachers to support the  
 academic and social development of all the children in our care

Broadening horizons beyond the classroom
At Wandsworth Prep, we expect children to step out of their comfort zone and 
experience a variety of co-curricular opportunities in order to gain a broad education. 
We recognise the importance of providing children with new opportunities and the 
chance to nurture their passions. We encourage children to discover what they enjoy 
and to recognise and celebrate their individual strengths.  Each child should be proud 
not just of their academic work but also of their musical, artistic and sporting talents.

> Maintain a broad and balanced curriculum which offers children opportunities to  
 develop their particular talents wherever they may lie

> Provide a co-curriculum that will challenge and support character development,  
 leadership and teamwork

> Encourage elite performance in the creative arts and sport alongside inclusivity  
 and participation

> Maximise opportunities for the children to make a contribution to the   
 development of the School and its activities through increased diversity in pupil  
 committees

> Enrich curriculum learning opportunities through the contribution of parental  
 expertise
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Partnerships
We pride ourselves on having a real 
family feel and value the partnerships 
we forge with our parents. We actively 
promote the engagement of all parents 
in their children’s learning in order that, 
together, we can enable each child to 
realise their potential. Furthermore, we 
encourage strong links with the wider 
community and seek to develop the 
children’s understanding of their role 
within it.

> Capitalise upon strong links  
 between school and home to  
 further cultivate the academic and  
 personal development of the  
 children in our care

> Seize opportunities to work with  
 local businesses to enrich 
 children’s enterprise and   
 entrepreneurial skills

> Develop peer support systems  
 throughout the school

> Develop partnerships with feeder  
 nurseries and secondary schools  
 optimise successful transition to  
 the next stage of education.

> Capitalise upon strong links  
 between school and home to  
 further cultivate the academic and  
 personal development of the  
 children in our care

> Develop a community of former  
 pupils and parents who will relish  
 continued involvement in the  
 future development of the school
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